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Dear Parents and Carers, 

School has been a hive of festive activity over the last few weeks, so we have lots to tell you about.  

We really enjoyed  the infant and junior productions. 

 

Food Bank Donations: 

Thank you so much to you all for your incredibly generous and kind donations to the 

Chipping Barnet Food Bank. Your donations will make such a difference to individuals and 

families, particularly over the Christmas period.   

 

 

Combating loneliness with Christmas Cards: 
We are working with Age UK Barnet to help combat loneliness. Many of the children 
have made Christmas Cards to bring a smile to those who might be spending 
Christmas alone. We have received wonderful feedback with individuals expressing 
their thanks.  
 

Carol service: 

On Sunday 14th December, we came together to hear Bible readings, 

poems and carols in a Christmas celebration at St. Mary’s Church.  

 

It was a great joy that children, 

parents, carers, staff and 

governors helped to lead this 

beautiful act of worship. 

 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s Fundraising:  

Very many thanks to everyone who helped and to those who came along to our Christmas 

Fayre last month. It was a great success, raising a really impressive £3945. This total 

includes money raised from selling Christmas coins and jumpers too.  

Look out for an Autumn newsletter from the FOSM for more updates.  

All money raised in fundraising activities will go towards resources for the pupils.  Thank you so much for all 

of your support, and a HUGE thank you to all involved with FOSM, who so willingly volunteer their time and 

love for our school.  

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


Electronic Gifts over Christmas: 

If you have planned to gift your child an electronic device that has access to the internet, please take care to 

put appropriate measures in place to keep your child safe. Please take a look at this handy guide and this 

information from the organisation internet matters. We continue to be in support of the Smartphone Free 

Childhood Campaign.  

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day: Thursday 11th December  

Thank you so much for supporting our charity fundraising ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ in 

support of Save the Children. We raised £215 which is wonderful!  

 

Christmas Productions in School: 

We have been incredibly proud of the children who have all taken part in a Christmas production in recent 

days. It has been a wonderful opportunity to develop the children’s confidence, drama and music skills. Most 

importantly, they have all been immersed in the story of the very first Christmas!  

Thank you all for your support too and for coming to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up next half term: 

We are offering a free zoom workshop to St. Mary’s parents on the theme of ‘Anxiety, Exhaustion, and 

Masking: Supporting Neurodivergent Girls’. The workshop will explore: 

 How girls learn to mask 

 How it can contribute to anxiety and burnout 

 Why unmasking isn’t the whole answer 

 What helps girls feel safe and confident to be themselves 
If you might like to attend this event, please register in good time by following this link.  

 

St. Mary’s School Dates – Summary: 

 Thursday 18th December: We’d like to invite the children to come to school wearing festive non 
uniform. 

 Friday 19th December: Christingle service in school and last day of term.  
 PLEASE NOTE THAT SCHOOL WILL CLOSE AT 3PM ON 19th DECEMBER.  
 Monday 5th January: School opens for the Spring term - this is not an INSET day.  

 

Ofsted: 

Ofsted has introduced a new inspection toolkit and grading approach, moving away from single-word 

judgements to clearer, more detailed reporting on education quality, wellbeing, behaviour and inclusion, to 

show how schools support every child to thrive. Attached to this, is a letter from Neil Marlow, director of 

Education for Barnet Education and Learning Services, in which he provides more detail.  

St. Mary’s was last inspected in March 2023, and since then the inspection framework has changed 

significantly. We felt it was important for you all to be fully aware.  

 

 

 

 

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2022/12/15/guide-to-gifting-tech/
https://www.internetmatters.org/onlinesafetyunwrapped/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://mailchi.mp/helpyourchildthrive.co.uk/rv9mxg87u1


 

 
Global nativity: I hope you enjoy these beautiful artistic interpretations from around the world, all depicting 
the nativity. What a great way to learn about geography and diversity and to help the children to recognise 
Christianity as global faith. Perhaps try having a discussion with your child about where the art comes from, 
what they notice, and which they prefer, and why.   
 

 
A final message: 
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, I want to take a moment to thank you for your support, kindness and 

partnership throughout this term. Christmas reminds us of God’s great love, shown so beautifully in the birth 

of Jesus — a child who came into the world bringing hope, peace and light for all people. 

At St Mary’s, our vision is that every child may care, grow and flourish in God’s loving hands. This message 

feels especially meaningful at Christmas. The story of Jesus’ birth shows us a God who cares deeply for each 

of us, who grows hope in unexpected places, and who invites us all to flourish through love, compassion and 

community. 

As we look back on the term, we celebrate the ways our children have shown care for one another, grown in 

confidence and wisdom, and flourished in their learning and friendships. It is a privilege to watch them 

discover their unique gifts and to see God’s love reflected in their joy, curiosity and kindness. 

As you gather with family and friends this Christmas, may your homes be filled with peace, joy and the 

warmth of God’s presence.  

Thank you once again for all you bring to our school family. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a happy, hopeful New Year. 

Mrs Constantinou 
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