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Dear Parents and Carers,
| hope this newsletter finds you all well. We are fast approaching the half term break. We have had an
immensely busy time in school and the summer holidays are definitely a very distant memory!

A message from Jonathan McWarren, parent governor, on behalf of the Governing Body of St. Mary’s:
We had a delicious start to our first governor meeting of the academic year last month, it luckily coincided
with the Macmillan coffee morning that staff held that day.

Mrs Constantinou began with a heartfelt acknowledgment of the emotional and poignant leaving services
held for the previous year 6 students. We were delighted to learn of their fantastic SATs results and wish
them all the best in their new schools.

As we reviewed the End of Year Standards, it clearly highlighted the school’s robust assessment practices
and the impressive progress made by all students. Looking forward, the senior leadership team detailed
their commitment to refining their approach to inclusive teaching, ensuring all students develop the
knowledge, skills, and confidence needed for sustained improvement.

We were pleased to hear that further roof works completed successfully over the summer, with the
introduction of a new canopy outside Year 1 significantly improving the learning environment, allowing for
outdoor activities in all weather conditions. These projects would not be possible without your parental
voluntary donations, and we thank you for your continued support.

Mrs Constantinou delivered a rousing presentation around the school vision, bringing it to life through
meaningful initiatives such as class prayers, the Choosing Club for lunchtime support, and the buddy system
linking Year 6 and Reception children. It’s clear that fostering an environment of care and growth can really
enable pupils to flourish.

Finally, the governing body discussed ways to enhance its role and provide further support to the excellent
teaching staff in preparation for another successful academic year. If you wish to learn more about what we
do as governors, please reach out, we are very approachable and always happy to hear from parents and
carers.

Thank you. Have a wonderful Autumn.

PG .
We have achieved an award!

As an outcome of our relationship and engagement with the Good Samaritan School for
the Deaf in Uganda, we have earned an International Award from the British Council. We
are so proud of this recognition, and will be doing lots more work with the school later
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Evensong Service:

Thank you so much to all those who were able to come
along to this special service last Sunday. We had over
100 people join us, which was wonderful. Our school
choir sang so beautifully and we even ended the service
with a fun and uplifting rendition of Yesu Anjagala. Have
a listen; it’s sure to make you smile and clap your hands!
Part of this song is sung in Luganda, which is the language spoken in regions of Uganda. We are planning
another service in the Spring term — watch this space.

Do you work for a company who might be able to donate any tech equipment?
As I'm sure you know, school budgets are incredibly stretched. We have relied on
donations from our wonderful PTA, Friends of St. Mary’s, for many of our recent
tech upgrades.

Many corporate companies are often upgrading laptops, tablets and monitors and
will either donate them or dispose of them. If you know of any organisations who might be able to donate
any of the above to St. Mary’s, please contact us via the office email. We would be particularly interested
in laptops, notebooks or tablets. Thanks in advance.

Reminders from Friends of St. Mary’s (FOSM): )

e Non-uniform day: Friday 24" October. Wear something green along with non-uniform! & \é

e Friday 24 October: Y6 cake and fruit sale - pick up your treats on the playground at !
home time. Bring some cash and a bag or container to take goodies home.

e Wednesday 3" December at 6.30pm: FOSM Annual General Meeting followed by committee
meeting. This will be in the school hall — glass of wine and nibbles on offer as well as opportunities
to hear about the FOSM’s success last year and plans looking ahead. Everybody is welcome to
come along — this meeting is open to all parents and carers at St. Mary’s. There is no expectation to
stay to the committee meeting after the AGM.

Reminder about Just One Tree Day: Friday 24" October: Wear Something Green for One Tree Non-
Uniform Day

As part of our commitment to climate change, we will be supporting the organisation @
Just One Tree again this year. JUSTONETTREE
In the last 2 years, we have planted an amazing 350 trees in Madagascar. This supported local
communities, encouraged biodiversity and is contributing toward the reduction of effects caused by
climate change.

You can donate £1 or whatever you’d like to give, by clicking our school fundraising page. For every pound
donated, one tree will be planted.

Autumn walks:
Some of our classes have visited Oak Hill Park in recent weeks to support them with the Science or
Geography learning. The autumnal colours have been glorious, and the children took advantage of being

immersed in nature which is SO good for well-being!



https://youtu.be/FUpGrAWF8xA?si=Ca9YBYxBeiJmhsNg
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/st-mary-s-c-of-e-primary-school-east-barnet

Black History Month:

BLACK

We have been SO impressed with the children’s home learning on the HISTORY

theme of Black History Month. MONTH

We are planning on displaying this in school to celebrate the children’s 2025

hard work and also to share what the children have learned. With a little STANDING FIRM IN POWER AN PRIDE

bit of luck (and lots of hard work) we are hoping to create an exhibition o = e

. th . : CELEBRATE THE PAST
for you to visit on Tuesday 4 Nc‘)ve'mber straight after school in the TR
school hall. Watch out for a text invite from us.

The Grove - reminders:

e Parents can now book and reserve a place without needing to pay in
advance. We understand that paying in advance is a big financial
commitment to make. Ideally, payment should be made in advance if
possible, but can now be done on a pay as you go basis.

e Bookings can continue to be made in advance — even until the end of

the school year. THE
e We ask that if parents want to cancel an advance booking, that they G ROVE
do so via the app or by calling the office.

. . . AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB
e If you would like a same day booking, please call the office as the ST MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL

app doesn’t accommodate this request.

Other key dates:
e Wednesday 22" October: Y4 Residential Visit meeting in school 6-7pm -y —
e Friday 24" October: FOSM non-uniform day and wear something green E A H E a
for One Tree Day FOR YOUR DIARY

e Friday 24" October: Y6 cake and fruit sale at home time

e Monday 27™ — Friday 31% October: Half term

e Monday 3 November: INSET Day

e Tuesday 4" November: Children back to school

e From 3.30pm in school hall: Black History Exhibition — all welcome.

e Week commencing 10" November: Consultations for all classes. More info to follow.

From all of us at St Mary’s School, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers are with you as always.

Even with faith as small as a mustard seed, we can do anything!
Maria Constantinou
Headteacher
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