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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. It’s been lovely to welcome the children back after half term.  

 
Collective Worship this half term: 

This half term, we are focusing on the value of ‘Service’. Our memory verse comes from 

Galatians chapter 5 verse 13: ‘Serve One Another in Love’. The children have learned British Sign 

Language signs to match the verse – please do ask your child to show you. 

As part of our focus on ‘Service’, we are reflecting on things we can do for others. Whilst we 

usually think about giving things up during Lent, we are concentrating on giving instead.  We are 

thinking about giving our time, our care, our love and our efforts to those around us as acts of 

service – all of these things are free of course! Next week, we will be launching ‘secret service’ in 

school; our pupil worship leaders will be advertising this in school, so watch this space! Demonstrating acts of service 

for others is a wonderful way to ‘live’ the words of our school vision ‘care, grow and flourish in God’s loving hands’.  

 
Bishop visit to St. Mary’s: 

We are very excited to welcome the Rt Revd Dr Jane Mainwaring, Bishop of Hertford, to St. Mary's on 

27th March. It will be a wonderful opportunity to hear about the job of a Bishop! We are also hoping 

that the Bishop will help to share communion on this day as we have a Eucharist service planned for 

that morning – it will be a very special day in school.  

 
Ashing in the playground: 

Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 5th March. ‘Ashing’ on Ash Wednesday is the marking 

of a person’s forehead with ashes in the shape of a cross. It's a traditional part of Ash 

Wednesday services in many Christian communities. Rev Alec will be on the playground 

just before home time and is offering to ‘ash’ any children or adults who would like this.  

 
 

Easter celebrations across our St. Mary’s Family: thank you so much for all of the responses 

received about how Easter is celebrated in your families. All of this information will be shared 

with the children in the coming weeks to help give them an understanding of the diversity of 

celebrations!  

 

Safeguarding session for parents: Monday 24th March, 6:30-7:30pm 
We have organised for Perryn Jasper, Barnet’s Prevent Coordinator and Hate Crime Lead, to lead a virtual session for 
parents.  He will be covering these important topics to help you safeguard your child and support their wellbeing: 
general advice about risk; gaming; sleep; social media; predators; cyberbullying; where to seek help and advice.  The 
whole staff at St. Mary’s have recently had similar Prevent training, led by Perryn, which we all found very useful.  
Here is the online Teams meeting link which we will also send again nearer the time. We hope you can attend this 
valuable training that will be of benefit to all parents, regardless of the age of your children.  

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDgxNjhiYmEtMjMwMC00NGU5LWE3MGMtMDk1NTkzYTBiYTI3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221ba468b9-1414-4675-be4f-53c478ad47bb%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2237d23300-c011-4b03-8de5-da6cfda59ee9%22%7d


 
Consultations and Reports: 
In the week commencing 31st March, all class teachers will be offering consultation slots for you to book an 
appointment with them. This will be an opportunity for you to see some of your child’s learning and to hear about 
their progress since the Autumn term. Look out for a text message inviting you to book a slot.  
Children in Y1 to Y6 will be bringing annual academic reports home ahead of consultations. Reception reports will be 
shared in July.  
 
Parent Surveys: 
Thank you SO much for taking the time to respond to the parent survey shared with you a 
few weeks ago. As always, your engagement with surveys is really valuable.  
As an outcome of the comments made, we have started to look at offering more clubs after 
school – this has begun with baking club in Y1 this week, and an extra chess club for Y2 and 
Y3, starting next week.  
We are looking at more options for after school and will keep you updated with any new 
information. 
Additionally, from the feedback we received, we will be reducing the settling in period for children joining Reception 
in September 2025 to make this more manageable for working families.  
We will be sharing the parent survey results on the website – watch out for a text alert about this.  
 
New Pupil Laptops: FOSM 
As an outcome of the Friends of St. Mary’s fundraising events, we have ben able to purchase more laptops for the 
children and a storage trolley to keep the devices safe. Thank you so much for your continued to support to keep 

providing resources for all children to benefit from! Every penny raised goes directly to our school 😊 
 
School dates for your diary: 

 

 

  

St. Mary’s Church Dates: More information online 

 All Age Messy Eucharist: Sunday 2nd March at 10am 

 Evensong service: Sunday 2nd March at 6pm 

 Eucharist for Ash Wednesday: 5th March at 6pm 

 

Thank you as always for your support.  

Remember that even with faith as small as a mustard seed; we can do anything!  

Maria Constantinou 

Headteacher  

 

Tuesday 4th March: Y2 and Y3 Chess Club starts after school and Y3 visit to East Barnet School  

World Book Day: Thursday 6th March  Y4,5,6 Disco: Friday 7th March  

British Science Week in school: 10th – 14th March  First Aid Workshops for all classes: 11th and 12th March  

Science Workshops in school for all classes: 19th 
March  

Y4 Residential visit: 20th and 21st March 

Pupil reports sent home: w/c 24th March  
 

Online safeguarding session for parents: 6.30-7.30pm 24th 
March 

Donations to Chipping Barnet Foodbank: w/c 24th 
March 

Holy Communion and Bishop visit in school: Thursday 27th 
March 

Parent Consultations: w/c 31st March  
 

School Choir performance at Royal Albert Hall: Tuesday 1st 
April  

School closing for Easter: 3pm on Friday 4th April 

https://stmaryseastbarnet.org/whats-on/

