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Dear Parents and Carers,

School has been a hive of festive activity over the last few weeks, so we have lots to tell you about.

& Food Bank Donations:

B Thank you so much to you all for your incredibly generous and kind donations to the Chipping
Barnet Food Bank. We have delivered over 100 bags. Your donations will make such a
difference to individuals and families, particularly over the Christmas period.

Combating loneliness with Christmas Cards and Carols:
We are working with Age UK Barnet to help combat

loneliness. Many of the children have made Christmas
Cards to bring a smile to those who might be spending
Christmas alone. We have received wonderful feedback
with individuals expressing their thanks.

Our choir have also brought some festive cheer to FiN
Good Neighbour Service members with their beautiful
carol singing.

Carol service:

On Saturday 7" December, we came together to hear 9 Bible readings
and 9 carols in a Christmas celebration at St. Mary’s Church. Despite
Storm Darragh, lots of people gathered to listen, reflect and sing,
8 including our wonderful school choir.

It was a great joy that children, parents, carers, staff and governors
helped to lead this beautiful act of worship.

Friends of St Mary’s Fundraising: _
Very many thanks to everyone who helped and to those who came along to our Christmas m
Fayre last month. It was a great success, raising a staggering £4,500. A A ALY
So far this academic year, Friends events have raised the following funds: v %‘_

e Y6 Cake and fruit sale - £238 and Christmas cards - £233
All money raised in fundraising activities will go towards the development of outdoor spaces that pupils will
be able to enjoy. Thank you so much for all of your support.
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Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day: Thursday 12t" December
Thank you so much for supporting our charity fundraising ‘Christmas Jumper
Day’ in support of Save the Children. We raised £251 which is wonderful!

» Save the Children

CHRISTMAS
JUMPER DAY
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Eucharist Service in School:

Last week, we came together to share in God’s blessing. Many of us also
shared Communion. It was a beautiful service in which we sang lots of
lovely Christmas Carols including a song for Advent: Advent Candles Tell
their Story. Click to listen!
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There are various events coming up at St. Mary’s Church over the next few weeks: 23
e Christmas Carols by Candlelight at 4.30pm and 6.30pm - Sunday 22"¢ December. EAST BARNET +
e Children’s Nativity Service at 4pm — Tuesday 24th December. PARISH CHURCH

ot Mary the Virgin

Midnight Mass at 11.30pm — Tuesday 24th December
Christmas Day service at 10am.

Christmas Productions in School:

We have been incredibly proud of the children who have all taken part in a Christmas production in recent
days. It has been a wonderful opportunity to develop the children’s confidence, drama and music skills. Most
importantly, they have all been immersed in the story of the very first Christmas! Thank you all for your
support too and for coming to watch.

Electronic Gifts over Christmas:

If you have planned to gift your child an electronic device that has access to the internet, please take care to
put appropriate measures in place to keep your child safe. Please take a look at this handy guide and this
information from the organisation internet matters. We continue to be in support of the Smartphone Free
Childhood Campaign. You may have seen the recent Channel 4 programme which explored the impact of
Smartphone use on physical and mental health of young people. Please take a moment to read this short
article about the programme.

St. Mary’s School Dates — Summary:

® Thursday 19" December: We’d like to invite the children to come to school wearing something festive
this day, which is our Christmas lunch celebration day. Please note that the children should be
comfortable in their choice of clothes and footwear, as they will be wearing these all day.

® Friday 20" December: Christingle service in school and last day of term.

® PLEASE NOTE THAT SCHOOL WILL CLOSE AT 3PM ON 20t DECEMBER.

e Monday 6% January: School opens for the Spring term - this is not an INSET day.

A message from Stephen Edwards, our Chair of Governors:

As the end of term approaches, | wanted to take the opportunity as Chair of Governors to thank parents,
staff and children alike for all of your ongoing support and engagement with the school community. It has
been a busy Autumn term, culminating in wonderful school plays, a successful Christmas fayre, our Carol
service and much more. These have all provided great opportunities to highlight our distinct Christian vision
and school ethos. As governors, we are all looking forward to continue to work together with you all in 2025.
| hope you have a peaceful Christmas and New Year.


https://youtu.be/o_5pYE2ToxI?si=_orRnvNGXIyWTwp1
https://youtu.be/o_5pYE2ToxI?si=_orRnvNGXIyWTwp1
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2022/12/15/guide-to-gifting-tech/
https://www.internetmatters.org/onlinesafetyunwrapped/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn4x8jynpgzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn4x8jynpgzo

A final message from me:

As we enter this special time, we are reminded of the true meaning of Christmas. In this time of joy and
celebration, let us pause to reflect on God's love and the hope that the birth of Christ brings to the world.
Christmas is a time to embrace peace, love, and goodwill.

It’s a season to show kindness to one another, serve those in need, and remember the profound gift of grace
that God offers to all of us. As a school community, let us come together in faith, gratitude, and the spirit of
sharing love with those around us.

May this Christmas bring peace to your hearts and homes, and may the light of Christ guide us all through
the year ahead.
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The light shines in the darkness, and

the darkness has not overcome it.

- John I:5




