
 

St Mary’s C of E Primary School 
Headteacher: Mrs M. Constantinou BEd 

Littlegrove, East Barnet, Herts EN4 8SR 
t: 020 8449 5856   

e: office@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net 
www.stmarysen4-barnet.co.uk 

 

Diocese of St Albans 
London Borough of Barnet   

 

Newsletter No. 1                                                            Friday 6th September 2024                                 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that this first newsletter of the year finds you all well and that you had a restful and enjoyable 

summer. We have had four wonderful days in school and it has been a real joy to welcome the children 

back.  

    

Staff news: 

Over the summer Miss Simkin got married! We’d like to congratulate Livi and Darren 

on their nuptials, and I’m sure you will join me in wishing them well for the future.  

 

 

We have also welcomed 2 new teaching assistants and a new teacher to our St. Mary’s family:  

 Ms. Davies in the role of cover teacher (picking up from Mrs Reynolds). She will be in Y3 and Y5. 

 Mrs. Pearce will be a TA in YR and Y1. 

 Mrs. Tsilogiannis (Mrs T) will be a TA in Y2, Y4 and YR. 
 

Meet the team:  

On Tuesday 10th September, we’d like to invite parents and carers of children in Years 1 to 6 to 

pop into classrooms straight after home time to meet your child’s teaching team and see the 

learning environment. Teachers will dismiss the children at the usual time and children must 

be supervised by a parent/carer at all times after home time. Please note that this is a casual, 

brief look around rather than an opportunity to look at your children’s books or speak to the staff about 

your child’s learning. Please don’t worry if you can’t make it; it’s a very informal hello! Remember we have 

consultations later this term.  

 
Reception: 
We are really looking forward to welcoming YR into school next week! We can’t wait to meet you all in 
school.  
 
Premises work over the summer holiday and parental contributions: 
The flat roof is above the kitchen and part of the junior block is finished! We were able to secure a grant 

from the diocese to make the roof replacement possible, additionally, the parental donations that we 

collect as a Voluntary Aided (VA) School have also gone towards this work. Thank you for your financial 

support with helping to fund this essential project.  

To ensure that we can continue to keep making necessary future improvements to school, we ask 
parents/carers to make the following contribution via School Money for the school year: 

 £75 for one child 

 £110 for two children 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


 £140 for three or more children 
You can find out more about why our school requests these contributions as a VA school here.  

 

Fundraising impact: 

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of the Friends of St. Mary’s (FOSM) and your 

donations, there have been 3 new playground installations. We had a new 

train last academic year, and a new play hut and a teepee were installed over 

the break. We are so appreciative of your support at after school cake/fruit 

sales, school events and fayres as we would never have been able to fund the 

costly equipment using the school budget. I met with Sian and Susanna, chair 

and vice chair of the FOSM this morning, so look out for news on dates and events coming up!  

 

Fundraising opportunity in partnership with Asda 
DO YOU USE ASDA REWARDS LOYALTY PROGRAMME? 
Asda has announced that it is making millions of pounds available to UK primary schools by encouraging families to 
use its loyalty programme – Asda Rewards. 
In a game changing new campaign, fronted by Joe Wicks, the supermarket is offering to donate 0.5% of the value of 
any shop done at Asda until 30th November 2024 to customers’ primary school of choice – when they shop using 
Asda Rewards. 
The supermarket is kicking off each school fund with £50 and offering to top up with an extra £1 for every customer 
that selects their school. The retailer is projecting to donate around £7.5m through the campaign. 
The new initiative is a first for the loyalty market – allowing users to select their own benefactor and raise unlimited 
funds, simply by using their loyalty app – and with no impact on their own Cashpot earnings. 
 
It’s easy to sign up,  

 just click on your app, and opt into ‘Cash Pot for Schools’   

 Enter our post code EN4 8SR 

 

Curriculum letters: 

We have uploaded curriculum letters to the website and emailed these out to you. Please take a look at the 

learning that’s coming up over this half term. Letters contain essential information about home learning 

and PE days too.  

Collective Worship: 

Our focus this half term will be centered around the words of Jesus and some of the 

key messages he gave about how to live life. Our memory verse for this half term 

comes from Matthew 5:16 shown in the image here.  

 

 

 

https://stmarysen4-barnet.co.uk/parents/parent-information/parents-contributions/


We began our first week back by reflecting on the parable of the mustard seed. This parable is the 

theological underpinning of our school vision and ethos, and is also captured in our school logo. It 

encouraged our thinking about ‘starting small’ and achieving great things in our learning and in wider life, 

which could include providing for others in time, just like the birds who nested in the mustard tree’s 

branches. Years 1 to 6 wrote beautiful ‘start the year’ class prayers inspired by the parable. Their prayers 

are rooted in love and care, which is wonderful.  

 

All Creation Worship – Sunday 22nd Septemmber: 
We are looking forward to a service with the congregations of St Mary's, 
Brookside, and St John's Churches celebrating God's care for creation all 
together at 10am on 22 September at St Mary's Church.  
The service is a Eucharist, and anyone and everyone who is baptised and 
has been prepared to receive communion in their own churches is very 
welcome to do so at St Mary's. 
We would love for parents and children to help to lead part of the 
service. Click here to express an interest in participating.  
 

 
Staff ongoing professional development: 
On Monday of this week, the staff team were busy learning all about 
Restorative and Relational Practice which aligns beautifully with our 
Christian ethos and vision statement. Restorative practice is a social science 
and is based on the basic principles of humanity such as kindness, 
compassion and the belief that all people have the capacity for growth and 
change. One of our main objectives was to build on existing good practice based 
on:  

 Understanding the needs of the community 

 Putting our Christian values to work  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckL0KeILUvmAMlESeZ_nqvbjTLygg17tYKUy5ILWrUibdPkw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 Embedding a shared vocabulary among staff and pupils 

 Building, maintaining and repairing high quality, mutually beneficial relationships 

 Relentless positivity! 
One outcome of this work will be a revised behaviour policy. Once this is finalised, we will share this with 
you.  
 
Attendance and punctuality: We are very proud of our 2023/24 average attendance of 96%. 
It’s essential that children are in school every day and that they arrive on time, by 8.55am. This is so that 
children can achieve well at school.  
Term time holidays should not be taken as this is highly disruptive to the children’s education.  
The school can fine parents for the unauthorised absence of their child from school, where the child is of 
compulsory school age. You may have heard the new secretary of state make comments in the media on 
this matter. We work closely with our link Educational Welfare Officer who monitors our attendance.  
Please note that as of August, the fine (fixed penalty notice) for unauthorised absence has risen from £60 
per child to £80 per child nationally. This money is paid to local authorities.  
 
Events and Church Services Coming Up: 

 
 
 
 
Key dates:  

 Tuesday 10th September: meet the team straight after school  

 Y5 two-week swimming course: w/c 16th and 23rd September 

 Sunday 22nd September: Creation care worship at St. Mary’s Church 

 Tuesday 1st October: Harvest festival – food bank donations welcome. More details to come…  

 Sunday 6th October: Messy Church at Brookside Methodist 3-4pm 
 

 

From all of us at St Mary’s School, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers are with you as always. 

Maria Constantinou 

Headteacher  

 


