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Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope this finds you all safe and well.  
 
CELEBRATING SCIENCE: 
We have had a fantastic time celebrating Science in school even more than 
we usually do! Here is a post from our website all about Science day. 
Additionally, this week, all of the children have participated in an interactive 
workshop in the hall which definitely generated some excitement!!   
 

 
FITNESS FUNDRAISER:  
Just this morning, we have come together to participate in our 
fitness fundraiser to raise money for the essential work of the 
Disasters Emergency Committee supporting the humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine.  

Thank you so much for donations 
so far that have surpassed £800! 
It’s not too late to donate - please 
give what you can on our 
dedicated Just Giving page. 
 

ONLINE SAFETY:  
While the internet is an amazing resource, online safety is an essential strand of learning that helps to keep 
children safe in a world of ever changing technology. This week, Y5 and Y6 had a workshop focused on fake 
news and misinformation in the media. Here are some of their comments: 

 I was surprised to learn that people would make up fake stories and post fake pictures, even things like 
natural disasters when people were sad, upset and scared. 

 I will be more careful about who I talk to and believe online 

 I will look at the key features which we learnt which will tell me if we should trust a source of 
information or not 

 Not everything is what it seems! 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/
https://stmarysen4-barnet.co.uk/british-science-week-at-st-marys/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-marys-primary-school


 
We also hosted a zoom workshop to support parents and carers to widen their understanding of potential 
online risks. Part of this workshop included raising awareness of the age rating of some popular apps which 
many participants were surprised at:  

 
 
One parent evaluation summarsied the key 
message form the workshop:  
It’s made me realise how important it is to 
talk to your children and be aware of what 
they are doing. I think talking is the key 
takeaway for me.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition, those who attended also heard about some useful resources. As promised, here are some of the 
tips shared at the workshop.  
Click on the following links for advice on: 

 Parental controls and privacy settings  

 General information about online games that many children play   

 Support for setting up supervised accounts and filters on YouTube  

 Reviews, dangers, age ratings for games, apps, films and TV shows. 
Parent guides to filters, privacy settings, games, apps and phones 

 Top tips  
 
Giving during Lent: 
During this period of Lent, we have focused particularly on demonstrating acts of kindness, learning from the 
words in Mark’s gospel; ‘love your neighbour as you love yourself.’  Rather than using the language of ‘giving 
something up’ in Lent, we are encouraging the concept of ‘giving’ instead.  
With this in mind, we would like to invite donations for the Chipping Barnet Food Bank and Homeless Action in 
Barnet (HAB) on Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th March. Please bring any donations in a plastic bag which 
children should take with them into the classroom on arrival.  
What to donate: 

 HAB: ‘We are always in need of non-perishable food such as tins of meat and fish, pouches of rice and 
pot noodles and tea, coffee and sugar. To find out more please see our below updates and Amazon 
wish list.’ 

 Chipping Barnet Food Bank: ‘We urgently need pasta, tinned meat, tinned pulses, toothbrushes, bags 
for life (new or clean)’ 

 
Consultations and Y2-Y6 Reports: 
You will have already received a text message inviting you all to book a Zoom consultation to discuss your 
child with their teacher. Please book a slot if you haven’t already done so.  
Children in Y2-Y6 will have received their annual academic reports yesterday. Please return the final page of 
the report by 31st March. This is to let us know you have received the report and to make any comments or to 
ask any questions you may have.  
 

•%09https:/www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.taminggaming.com/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10314074?hl=en&ref_topic=10314939
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/#h.kiustevr44ys
https://chippingbarnet.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.habcentre.org/support-for-our-clients
https://www.habcentre.org/support-for-our-clients
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3PDMAJ3PBQ237/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3PDMAJ3PBQ237/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex


 

 

  

Just a reminder that our Amazon Wish List can be accessed here. The link to our wish list at the Children’s 
Book Shop in Muswell Hill can be found here: https://www.childrensbookshoplondon.com/wishlists. 

If your child has a birthday coming up, donating a book might be a lovely way to celebrate! 

Thank you to the Morton family, the Linton family and the Sorkin family for this week’s book donations. 
 
REMINDER - ONGOING COVID MANAGEMENT: 
We have had cases of Covid once more in school and we will continue to notify you by text message if there is 
a case in your child’s class.  

 Please remind the children about the importance of ongoing, careful handwashing. 

 If your child develops any of the Covid symptoms they should stay at home and not return until they 
have had 2 negative lateral flow tests on Days 5 and 6  

 Any asymptomatic child who tests positive at home on a lateral flow test should not attend school and 
not return until they have had 2 negative lateral flow tests on Days 5 and 6 

 Any child displaying Covid symptoms at school will be sent home (as we would for other illnesses) and 
should not attend school and not return until they have had 2 negative lateral flow tests on Days 5 and 
6 

 We recommend that close contacts of positive COVID cases continue to undertake daily lateral flow 
tests for seven days 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 Mothering Sunday at St. Mary’s Church: 27th March  

The Sunday service at St Mary's will be focused on mothering Sunday, and 
flowers will be distributed to everyone who would like one as we remember 
everyone who is important in caring for others. Please do come along. 

 Non Uniform day – Thursday 31st March  

 Final day of term – Friday 1st April – usual finish time of 3.25pm for YR-Y2 and 3.30pm for Y3-Y6 

 INSET Day – Tuesday 19th April  

 Children return to school for Summer term – Wednesday 20th April  

 

Last week, we resurrected our whole school reflection and prayer 
area in school.  

The children have really enjoyed having the opportunity to think about 
some of the themes we have been exploring in collective worship 
which have included, ‘hope’, ‘justice’ and ‘equality’. Many of the 
children have also chosen to write beautiful prayers about their friends, 
members of their family, and wider issues such as caring for God’s 
world and the crisis in Ukraine.  

Here are just a few of the children’s prayers:  
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3S2L59YPGN4RB?ref_=wl_share
https://www.childrensbookshoplondon.com/wishlists


‘Bless children everywhere and give the children in Ukraine what they need to be safe and to survive. Amen.’ 
(Jamie Y4)  
 
‘Thank you for our education and for food and water. Thank you for family and friends. Lord, I pray that any 
bad things happening in this world will stop because you are a good God. Amen.’ (Chimaranma Y4) 
 
‘Dear God, thank you for making the wonderful world. Thank you for everything. It’s amazing how you did it! 
We will keep the world how it is meant to be. Amen.’ (Eleni Y2)  

 
 

From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers are with you as 
always. 

Maria Constantinou 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


