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            Spring 1st Half Term:  January 2022 

     
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We hope the children have had an enjoyable Christmas break. We are so pleased with the progress they 
made last half term in Year 4 and are looking forward to the weeks ahead.   
 
Please refer to the table below, for a brief overview of the learning experiences that the children will have 
in each subject, during this half term. 
 

Subjects Focus of Learning 

English We will be spending this half term looking at “The Miraculous Journey of Edward 
Tulane” by Kate DiCamillo. We will be analysing characters, summarising 
chapters, writing diary entries and writing letters. 
We will be recapping our use of adjectives to describe, apostrophes for 
possession and contraction, nouns and pronouns and tenses. 
We will begin to understand subordinate clauses and ensure we are using the 
correct prefixes and suffixes when spelling. 

Reading We will be focussing on comprehension by using different styles of text and 
practising strategies that help us to understand a text better. The children will 
continue to access their accelerated reader books and complete their 
quizzes. 

Maths We will recap place value in 3- and 4-digit numbers and practise our column 
addition and column subtraction with a particular focus on carrying. We will be 
looking at how to solve problems using money when there are two decimal 
places. 
We will continue to practise our times tables and use these to help us find 
equivalent fractions. We will also be looking at different methods to solve more 
complex division problems. 
We will look at 2D shapes and compare acute, right and obtuse angles. We will 
learn to identify perpendicular and parallel lines and recognise and draw lines 
symmetry in shapes. 

Science This half term, the children will be introduced to the concept of states of matter 
in our new Science topic, ‘In A State’. They will learn the characteristic properties 
of solids, liquids and gases, firstly through exploring typical materials and then by 
classifying examples. Using first-hand experiences and secondary sources, the 
children will investigate and learn about changes of state, including those that 
happen in the water cycle. 

Computing We will be looking at Spreadsheets and understanding their many uses. We will 
use a range of tools and skills to explore the different results that can be achieved 
using a spreadsheet. 

History 
 
 

We will be answering the question, “What impact have the Windrush 

generation had on us today?”. We will look at timelines and individuals to help 

us further understand what happened. We will discuss where they are now and 

how this event had an impact on Britain.  

PHSCE 
 

We will be thinking about dreams and goals. We will discuss our own dreams and 
goals and think about how it can feel when some dreams don’t come true. We 
will discuss how we can cope with disappointment and how to form new hopes 
and dreams. 
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Art We will be looking at the artwork of Albrecht Dürer and discussing why his 
woodcut of a Rhinoceros was significant. We will be exploring texture and making 
our own drawings of animals 

RE 
 
 

We will be looking at the story of Creation and of the Fall. We will discuss Adam 
and Eve and Christians today try to be close to God. We will explore the concept 
of forgiveness and how this links with the story. 

Music We will be looking at the song/rap “Stop!” and comparing it to other songs from 
a range of styles. We will think about our own lyrics that we would use in this 
song. 

 
Home Learning 
Home learning will continue to be set on Google Classroom. It will consist of a short task based on reading 
or times tables and a more focussed maths/English task. There are also spellings to learn. It will be set on 
a Thursday and needs to be completed and turned in by the following Wednesday. A photo can be 
taken of the learning and then uploaded and submitted to Google Classroom or it can be completed 
as a document.  
In addition to these home learning tasks, we recommend that children also engage with RM Easi-Maths 
and TT Rockstars on a regular basis.  Please let a member of the Year 4 team know, if you need any help 
accessing these platforms 
 
Reading 
One of the most important ways in which you can support your child’s learning is to ensure that they 
engage with 10-15 minutes reading every day.  It is really helpful if you can take some time to read with 
your child and discuss what they have read.  Whilst reading, it would be great if you could encourage 
your child to make predictions and ask questions about the text.  Try to help them identify and clarify 
words or phrases that they are unsure about and encourage them to summarise a paragraph or page 
that they have just read.   This will help to support their developing comprehension skills.  It is also beneficial 
to read aloud to your children.   When your child finishes reading a book, they will have the opportunity 
to complete an Accelerated Reader quiz at school. The children will keep a reading record (paper copy) 
in school, on which they will record the book titles they are reading, a brief comment and any 
‘Accelerated Reader’ quiz scores that they achieve.   

 

P.E. 

We will continue to have a coached PE session on Fridays.  The class will also have PE on a 

Wednesday. On these days, children will need to come in to school wearing their PE kit.  This should 

consist of their school PE t-shirt, jogging bottoms/PE shorts and trainers (not plimsolls, due to possible 

wet weather). 

 

What does my child need in school? 

 Named school jumper/cardigan/coat  

 Named water bottle (water fountains are still not in use) 

 Children won’t need a school bag as they are no longer bringing PE kits/home learning folders 

to and from school. Children may bring a small school bag however, if they’d like to bring 

anything in. Please avoid bringing large bags as they can cause trip hazards in cloakroom 

areas which are busy with coats at this time of year.  

 Children can bring in school book bags if they have them.  

 Your child will need a plastic/metal pencil case containing pencils, handwriting pen, small 

ruler, eraser, sharpener (one that holds sharpenings), colouring pencils, small glue stick.  

 Small packet of tissues, and we also ask for any donations of larger tissue boxes for the 

classroom.  

 Children having packed lunch – continue to use a plastic bag rather than a lunch box please. 
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If you have any questions, please contact the class team via the School Office email. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

The Year 4 Team 


