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Dear Parents and Carers,  
We hope this finds you all safe and well.  
 
Thank you to so many members of our school community who gathered in East Barnet 
village on Remembrance Sunday. Thank you to Katy and Dylan in Y6 for representing 
the school by laying a wreath at the war memorial as a mark of respect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eco Day: COP 26 

Last Friday 12th November, we had a whole school Eco Day. Our daily acts of 
worship were focused COP26 climate change, caring for God’s creation and 
finding ways to make a difference.  In classrooms, the children were busy 
thinking about these important issues. 
Here are some of the children’s voices, capturing their thoughts about their 
learning… 

 
 
 
 
 

People need to protect the planet.  To protect the planet, you 
must not throw rubbish on the floor. (Alex, Y1) 

 

It’s important to turn off lights. 
(Isabelle S, YR) 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Y2 looked at the story ‘Is This My Home?’  

 
Click to watch a video of the story! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They were inspired to make their own ‘promises to the planet’. 

 
Their promises included: 

 Growing more of our own fruit and vegetables 

 Turning off the tap when brushing out teeth  

 Turning off the TV when it’s not being watched 

 Closing the doors/windows when the heating is on 

 Walking/scooting to school more often  

 Buying an electric car when they are older! 

 
 
Y4 were inspired by the book ‘There’s a Rang-Tang in My Bedroom’ 
Here is Harry’s poetic response, thinking about the endangered habitat of the polar bear: 
 
The ice is melting and I don't know what to do! 
It's making polar bears lose their homes.                 
 
The ice is melting and I don't know what to do! 
It's making polar bears die. 
 
The ice is melting and I know what to do! 
Stop warming up the Earth.  
The ice is melting and I know what to do! 
Start using less power… 

In some places they use food waste and convert it into 
energy. We really need to start thinking about 

renewable energy sources and stop using fossil fuels. 
(Ektoras, Y6) 

We mustn’t let taps run. We saw some 
and switch them off today.   
(Louie and Sumayyah, Y3) 

Your home is not just your house. The whole world is your home. 
 (Douglas, Y2) 

 

Click to 
watch a 
video of 

the story. 

https://youtu.be/W1x7ABDYKbk
https://youtu.be/4DLRMu_3Gug
https://youtu.be/4DLRMu_3Gug
https://youtu.be/4DLRMu_3Gug
https://youtu.be/4DLRMu_3Gug


 
Y5 have been learning about the island of Tuvalu in the South Pacific, which is sadly predicted to have the first 
‘climate change refugees’. The children were shocked to learn that they could witness an entire island vanish 
in their lifetime. They concluded that ‘Tuvalu might disappear one day if we do not do something about 
climate change.’ 
They were inspired to create poems for change. Here are two examples by Amelia J and Ava: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friends of St. Mary’s AGM:  
Thank you to all who attended the AGM last week. Attached to this newsletter is the AGM report which 
describes the impact of the last year of fundraising for the school. Many thanks to the Friends of St. Mary’s for 
their continued efforts and creative thinking! Watch this space for news about up and coming fundraising 
opportunities. We’ll be confirming the date for a non-uniform day very soon! 
 
Dates in the School Calendar: 
Did you know that you can synchronise the dates on the school 
website calendar with your own online calendar? Simply go to 
the calendar of events and click ‘subscribe’ on the bottom right 
and choose the option that suits you!  
 
Books in school: 
Just a reminder that our Amazon Wish List can be accessed 
here. The link to our wish list at the Children’s Book Shop in 
Muswell Hill can be found here: 
https://www.childrensbookshoplondon.com/wishlists. 

If your child has a birthday coming up, donating a book might be a lovely way to celebrate!  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/16/one-day-disappear-tuvalu-sinking-islands-rising-seas-climate-change
https://stmarysen4-barnet.co.uk/new-and-events/calendar/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3S2L59YPGN4RB?ref_=wl_share
https://www.childrensbookshoplondon.com/wishlists


 
Thank you to the Reynolds family, the Shameti family, the Nicholson and F. Johnson’s family for book 

donations over the last few weeks.  
These books are currently winging their way to classroom library shelves.  

 
 

 
In collective worship this half term, we have been focusing on the value of ‘thankfulness’ and reflecting on 
what we give thanks for. The children have taken time to think about things that they may take for granted 
like family, food, warmth, clothing and shelter.  

 
We have been inspired to “always be thankful.”  

1 Thessalonians Ch5 V16 
 

We have tied in our ‘thankfulness’ with recent whole school reflections about: 

 Remembrance; giving thanks to those who gave and continue to sacrifice their lives for the safety and 
freedom of others 

 COP26; giving thanks to leaders for taking time to make big decision to combat climate change 

 Significant black figures in past and recent history; giving thanks for their determination for justice and 
equality 

Many of the children have written their own beautiful prayers of thanks this week too. 
 

Yesterday, we listened to the song ‘Thankful’ by Josh Groban in worship. You might like to listen at home too. 
Here are a few of the poignant lyrics that we discussed: 

Somedays, we forget to look around us. 
Somedays, we can't see the joy that surrounds us. 

So caught up inside ourselves, we take when we should give. 
So for tonight we pray for what we know can be. 

And on this day we hope for what we still can't see. 
It's up to us, to be the change, and even though this world needs so much more… 

There's so much to be thankful for 
 

From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers be with you as 
always. 

 
Maria Constantinou and Mel Adams 

Headteachers 
 

 
A brief message from Rev Alec Corio: 

Posters for Advent and Christmas services will soon be going out, there are plans for the following events 
before the end of term: 

28th November Advent Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 
16th December Carol singing in East Barnet village and outside the Prince of Wales 

https://youtu.be/_TEqgU4LpnA

