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Newsletter No. 10 
17th  December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you are all well. We have reached the end of a busy term at school and today’s newsletter is a 
celebration of recent events in school in addition to some essential updates about next term. 
 
Christmas in School: Parties, Christingles and Christmas lunch! 
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Infant Nativity and Junior Production:  
We are so proud of how hard the children worked with such limited hall space and time to rehearse. We have 
filmed both the acting and the singing for the infant and junior Christmas Productions and we will be editing 
the filming with a view to sharing an unlisted YouTube link with you over the Christmas holiday. The link will 
be accessible on the school website in a password protected area. We know that many of you will be 
disappointed not to have been able to watch the shows ‘live’ but we hope you enjoy watching the children’s 
performances at home with them. Look out for a message from us!  
 
Important Update on Returning to School Next term: 
As you will have heard, the government has recently introduced additional national measures, largely because 
of the new Omicron Covid variant and the increased rate of infections. In addition to this, and given that over 
Christmas, families will be mixing more widely, we would like to begin next term under the same measures 
that are in place at the moment. We will review how the situation is for the first few weeks of term before 
considering any changes to the control measures in place. We feel that this would be the safest way to begin 
the term.  
So we will continue with: 

 All staff and children testing daily using lateral flow testing kits before coming to school.  

 Online, pre-recorded collective worship each day. 

 Having only one class at a time in the hall for lunch.  

 Minimising any mixing of the classes which means no mixed class after school clubs.  

 Children arriving and leaving at the class specific times - siblings should not arrive/leave together  

Class Start time Finish time 

Year 6 8.30 3.15 

Year 5  8.30 3.15 

Year 4 8.40 3.25 

Year 3  8.40 3.25 

Year 2  8.50 3.35 

Year 1 8.50 3.35 

Reception*  8.50 3.35 

*Reception children to continue being dropped off and collected at the Littlegrove entrance.  
  
Please remember that breakfast club will run as usual every day from 7.45am in January should you need 
siblings to be in school at the same time e.g. to support parents and carers with child care.  

 
A few ‘thank yous’….  

 
Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day: 
Thank you for last week’s donations following Christmas jumper day. The 
total received to date is £235!  
 
Homeless Action in Barnet and Food Bank Donations  
Thank you so much for your generous donations this week. We have counted a 
magnificent 97 bags!! These have been distributed between the two charities 
this week and your kindness and generosity will directly benefit individuals and 
families in need at this time. Thank you for donations of items on the HAB 
Amazon wish list; items included duvets, hot water bottles and kitchenware.  
 



 
Thank you and goodbye to Mrs. Lawrence: 
After 8 years of teaching at St. Mary’s school, we are saying goodbye to Kathy Lawrence as she 
and her new husband relocate to Norfolk. In this time, Kathy has taught over 240 pupils! Kathy 
and Simon, we wish you all the very best, and our love and prayers will be with you ahead of 
this new chapter of your lives together.  
 
Not quite goodbye from Mrs. Adams. 
Following my letter to you recently about my retirement, as you know I will be continuing to work in the 
school to cover the head teacher role when Mrs. Constantinou is undertaking the special educational needs 
leader role. Although not part of my original plan, I am delighted that I will be back for half a day in January, or 
a little more from time to time. I am also looking forward to better days when we can meet to officially 
celebrate my retirement.  
 
Update from The Friends: 
As you know, we have been unable to have many of the usual fundraising events because of the Covid-19 
control measures that have had to be in place at school this term. The Christmas Fayre is one of our biggest 
fundraising events of the year and often generates upwards of £3,500 for the school. These funds are much 
needed for the school to purchase additional equipment that all of the children will benefit from. Whilst we are 
aiming to organise some events for next term, we are still uncertain what will be safely possible.  
One of the big planned projects is a new large hut in jubilee garden and the restoration of other playground 
equipment which is likely to cost around £15,000 and presently, the Friends bank account total is under £5,000, 
which includes the £250 raised from sales of Christmas cards – thank you for these purchases! 
 
For that reason, we are sharing the bank details of the Friends of St Mary’s account; should you feel able to 
make a donation, no matter how little, it would be very much appreciated.  
 

FRIENDS OF ST MARYS SCHOOL EAST BARNET / SORT CODE: 20-95-61 / ACC NO: 00234540 

 
Thank you and wishing you all a safe and very merry Christmas, 

Sian Penhallow, Chair of the Friends of St. Mary’s 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Reminders and Dates for your Diary: 

 Children return to school Tuesday 4th January  

 There has been a slight change to the crib service at St Mary’s Church which is now on 24th December  

 As you may be aware, an extra bank holiday has been announced for 3rd June 2022 for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. Like us, most schools will be on half term at the time of the bank holiday. Because of that, there has 
been change to the regulations that will allow schools to be able to close at another time to give staff and 
pupils an extra day off. We have an INSET day planned for the last day of next half term, school will now be 
closed to pupils on Thursday 10th and Friday 11th February.  

 
 
 

A Christmas Message from The Governing Body: 
Dear Parents & Carers 
As we near the end of the year I thought it was worth a quick look back at the past 12 months.  It’s fair to say 
that 2021 has been anything but a normal year at St Mary’s, and just as we all thought things were getting 



back into a normal rhythm, Covid-19 has yet again reared its head. As someone who joined the governing body 
at the start of 2021, I’ve been simply astounded by the dedication, innovation and resilience of all of the staff 
at St Mary’s.  I’d like to thank them all for all their relentless hard work this year.  We get to see and hear a lot 
of the activity that happens behind the scenes and I can say with confidence that it really has been a superb 
effort from the whole team.   
As well as being a tough year for our staff, it’s also been challenging for the Children and for you, their Parents 
and Carers.  Your tireless support for our Covid-19 policies, home learning, and trips to get close contact 
children tested are what has enabled the Maria, Mel and the team to keep the school functioning. Thank you 
all for your continued support, it means a lot. 
On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Steve Hicks  
 

Holy Jesus, 
By being born one of us, 

and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show how much God loves the world. 

Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts this Christmas time.  
Amen. 

 
At this time, we pray for those who will be spending Christmas alone and for members of our school 

community who may be unwell. 

From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers are with you as 

always. 

 

Maria Constantinou and Mel Adams 
Headteachers 

 
 
 
 
Information for Parents and Carers regarding COVID19: 

 
What to do if your child tests positive for Covid-19 after school closes for Christmas: 
Please send an email to contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net if your child tests positive up to and 
including Monday 20th December. Should this be the case, we will notify close contacts and advise that they 
book a PCR test. This email inbox will be monitored throughout the day on 18th, 19th and 20th December.  
If your child tests positive after the 20th December, please let us know for our records by sending an email to 
address above.  
 
Other information:  Guidance for contacts of people with confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do 
not live with the person - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

Travelling over Christmas? For any trips outside of the UK, please check government guidance which is 

regularly updated. Checking travel information and quarantine rules for your family is essential before the 

start of term.  

mailto:contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-to-england-from-another-country-during-coronavirus-covid-19

