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Dear Parents and Carers,  
We hope you continue to be safe and well. We are reaching the end of another term which has seen a great 
number of changes, challenges and experiences. The children have demonstrated the most spectacular 
resilience and have shown great determination and tenacity during recent months. The school building is 
beginning to feel a little more ‘normal’ with the buzz of many voices and the sounds of laughter.   
 
A HUGE THANK YOU for your immense generosity toward our collection to support the Chipping Barnet Food 
Bank and Homeless Action in Barnet. Your donations will be so greatly appreciated and will make such a 
difference to families experiencing financial challenges at this time. Attached to this email is a letter of thanks 
from the Chipping Barnet Food Bank, which you might like to read.  

  
 
 
 

 
A new addition to our St. Mary’s family: 
Congratulations to Mrs Oliver and her husband Andreas for their new arrival Isabella, who 
was born at the end of last week. Sasha has now become a very proud big sister! We send 
Mrs Oliver, Andreas and Sasha lots of love and prayers for this wonderful new chapter in 
their lives.  
 

 
 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


 
School Uniform: 
Since return to school on the 8th March, we have been flexible about aspects of school uniform given the 
enforced closure of shops. After Easter, we would like children to wear full school uniform, including school 
shoes, not trainers.  Non-essential shops are now on track to open on 12th April.  
Any additional layers worn in school, especially as the weather now begins to improve, must be additional to 
school uniform and not instead of e.g. an extra jumper to be worn over school uniform only if needed. 
Classrooms continue to be well ventilated with windows and doors open all day, although the weather is now 
thankfully a little warmer! 
 
Relationships Unit of Learning: 

After Easter, our PSHE focus will be on ‘Relationships’ which is part of 
the statutory Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) 
curriculum.  As a Church of England School our RSHE teaching is set in a 
context which is consistent with our Christian ethos and values and 
gives children the opportunity to explore their own attitudes, values 
and beliefs.  

Click here to see our policy and also to give you an overview of the themes that the unit will cover. Some of 
the learning that relates to online safety, particularly in Y5 and Y6 has already been taught in computing 
lessons.  
If you have any questions, please contact the headteachers directly via the office email.  
 
Easter Booklet: 
St. Mary’s Church have produced a lovely Easter Booklet that we will upload to Google 
Classroom ready for the holiday. It tells the story of Easter week and includes some 
beautiful illustrations and prayers. Click here to take a look.  
 
Community Art Project at St Mary’s Church: A message from Revd. Dr. Corio: 
“We have just launched a community art project 
at St Mary's Church, to make a quilt-style wall 
hanging reflecting on our lives over the past 
year. Everyone of all ages can join in, and I would 
love staff, children and families from our school 
to get involved.  
Each person who would like to be involved should 
use a 25cm square piece of medium weight cotton 
material. After leaving a 2.5cm border all around 
the edge, they should create a design in the 
middle that shows how they have experienced the 
Covid-19 pandemic. That design could be glued, drawn, sewn or painted on to the cotton. The squares will 
then be collected, sewn together, and the wall hanging will be displayed in our church to record what life has 
been like in our parish during the pandemic, and to reflect our experience of God's presence with us.  
For more details, please contact administrator@stmaryseastbarnet.org for the attention of Debbie Windeler.” 
 
Dates for your diary: 

 Wednesday 31st March: Break up for Easter AND Friends of St. Mary’s Non Uniform Day (no football 
shirts please. Details of payment donations to the Friends to be confirmed)  

 Monday 19th April: Staff training day – school closed to children 

 Tuesday 20th April: All children in school for the start of the summer term 

http://stmarysen4-barnet.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/RSHE-Policy-2020.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O4atYJpMboxRLbF1CnTLLJ7IS6esQlzK/view?usp=sharing
mailto:administrator@stmaryseastbarnet.org


 

 
 

From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, we wish you well for a happy and blessed Easter, and for some 
relaxation, rest and play.  

Stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers be with you over Easter and as always. 
Maria Constantinou and Mel Adams 

Headteachers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



COVID-19 Information and Updates 
 
Contact tracing over Easter: 
We are advised to identify and contact any individuals who have been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for COVID19, during the time that is considered the contagious period. This is from 2 days 
before the person’s symptoms are displayed. Those individuals are then required to self-isolate for 10 days 
because they are at risk of having contracted COVID19.  
In the event of a positive diagnosis so that we can advise if necessary, we have decided to re-establish the 
contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net email address from Thursday 1st April, which will be checked 
during the holiday.  
 

If your child develops any symptoms of COVID19 over the holiday:  

 You must seek a test for your child and the household must 

isolate at home until the test result is returned.  

 If the test result is positive for COVID-19, you must contact 

NHS Test and Trace and follow the advice given by them: 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/  

 You should contact the school immediately by emailing contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net as 

the positive result may mean that we need to contact other children and staff to tell them to self-

isolate. 

 If the test result is negative, you should inform the school and you do not need to take any further 

action. 

 Please notify us by email during school holiday so that we can advise on when to return to school. 
 
Test and Trace support payment for parents: 
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS Test 
and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if 
they meet the eligibility criteria. The Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, ensures that parents receive 
the financial support they need if they are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities. 
 
Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment. Applications for the Test and 
Trace Support Payment scheme can be made here.  
 
The Test and Trace Support Payment scheme is open to people who live in England and who meet the 
following criteria: 

 They are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and need to take 
time off work to care for them while they self-isolate; this is limited to one parent or guardian per 
household for the child or young person’s self-isolation period 

 Are employed or self-employed 
 Are unable to work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose income as a 

result 
 They are currently receiving or are the partner of someone in the same household who is receiving at 

least one of the following benefits: 
 Universal Credit 
 Working Tax Credit 
 income-based Employment and Support Allowance 

mailto:contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
mailto:contacthead@stmarysen4.barnetmail.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment


 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 Income Support 
 Housing Benefit 
 Pension Credit 

 Their child or young person: 
 is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC) and normally 

attends an education or childcare setting 
 has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting 

because they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 

 
Free lateral flow testing 
A reminder that adults in the same household as school aged children can collect free lateral flow testing kits. 
These tests help to identify people not showing any Covid-19 symptoms. For more information look 
at https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests regarding rapid lateral flow testing for 
households and bubbles of school pupils and staff. A new national website page showing testing sites has also 
gone live: https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/ 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
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To the children, families, headteachers and staff at St Mary’s School, 
 
On behalf of the core team, trustees and volunteers at Chipping Barnet Foodbank, a huge thanks for 
organising and delivering your recent donation of 136kg. 
 
The foodbank relies on donations such as yours to continue its work tackling poverty and hunger in our 
local communities, as well as across the UK. In addition to food parcels, which were distributed to nearly 
4000 individuals last year, increasingly foodbanks are providing a varied service. Chipping Barnet 
supports local schools with books, internet dongles, breakfast club foods and other supplies. We provide 
food vouchers for use in Aldi supermarkets, and fuel vouchers to help heat homes. This year we are 
hoping to incorporate expert advice from Citizen’s Advice during our opening hours. 
 
The number of people fed by Chipping Barnet Foodbank rose by nearly a quarter last year, further 
supporting the claim that our foodbank relies on vital donations such as yours. Unfortunately, we expect 
this number to continue rising in 2021. The Trussell Trust reported a soaring 89% increase in need for 
emergency food parcels during April 2020 compared to the same month in 2019, including a 107% rise 
in parcels given to children. The pandemic has forced many more people into using foodbanks for the first 
time and we need the support from donors like you to maintain our service. 
 
Especially during the current crisis, support from the public is vital. Our combined efforts have brought us 
together as a community over the past year. Although we are feeding fewer people than we were at the 
height of the pandemic last year, the numbers have not returned to the levels we saw before COVID-19. 
Your donation allows us to meet this growing need. Between April and September 2020, we fed 2700 
individuals. In the week before Christmas, we fed 250 individuals. With your help we can continue to 
support those in the community who do not have the resources to put food on the table.  
 
If you’d like to continue supporting us, you can do so online by sharing our shortages list with friends and 
family, and if you can, support the Trussell Trust in their national campaigning to end the need for 
foodbanks in the UK. Many thanks for your care and consideration.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
The volunteers at Chipping Barnet Foodbank 

 
 
 

mailto:info@chippingbarnetfoodbank.org.uk
http://www.chippingbarnetfoodbank.org.uk/

