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A happy and blessed new year to all!  Welcome back to the Spring term 2018. 

Curriculum plans are now in place for the coming 
half-term and letters for each class are on the 
website.  

LEARNING MULTIPLICATION TABLES feature in a 
number of class letters and it is essential that 
children know these by heart on order to use 
them in a range of problem solving activities in 
maths. Your support for this and for other aspects 
of home learning is greatly appreciated. Please 
look on the website if you would like further 
information or strategies.  

Your views: 

We are very grateful to parents for their 
feedback at different times, either through 
informal conversations, or in meetings. Over 
the next 2 weeks we will be sending out a 
survey so that we can gather views of 
parents and carers throughout the school.  

Staff are always happy to make time to 
speak with you. If you would like to speak 
briefly before or after school, or would like to 
make an appointment, please ask.  

Parents and carers of children with special 
educational needs responded to the annual 
SEND survey before Christmas. Thank you 
to all who returned surveys.  An anonymised 
summary of the responses can be found in 
the SEN section of the school website. 

When we have completed the whole school 
survey, results will similarly be posted on 
the website.  

I am delighted to let you know that in keeping 
with our commitment to maintaining the building 
and site in good order, we have been awarded a 
grant to replace our 25 –year –old gas boiler. It 
has done good service but is giving signs of wear 
and tear and we are looking forward to having it 
installed in the summer holidays before the next 
winter weather 2018-19 sets in!  

Thank you to all who have paid the governors 
contribution, as we always have to find 10% of 
costs. Your support is gratefully appreciated.  

Staffing  
We said an official au revoir to Mrs 
Beechey at the end of term as she starts her 
maternity leave. She is still popping into 
school to do pieces of work ahead of the 
arrival of new baby Beechey! 
 
It is good to welcome back Mrs Richardson 
from maternity leave. She has taken up 
some of Mrs Beechey’s responsibilities and 
teaching timetable, working mainly in 
years 5 and 6. 
 
Mrs Anita Murray,  has told us that she will 
be retiring at the end of this half term. She 
has a long association with the school over 
the past twenty years since her elder son 
started here in Reception. For the past 15 
years, she has worked as a teaching 
assistant, with classes from Reception to 
year 6, and also helping to run breakfast 
club. Mrs Murray is a great colleague, and 
will be missed by staff, children and 
parents. We will be saying goodbye to her 
as a teaching assistant week commencing 
29th January.  
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Rev James Mustard: 
You may be aware that just before Christmas, James announced 
to the congregation at St Mary’s church that he will be leaving to 
take up the position of Canon Precentor of Exeter Cathedral. 
 
James’ final Sunday here will be Mothering Sunday, 11 March 
2018. He writes, ‘I’ll be leaving with both a heavy heart and great 
excitement. But I am also confident that I am leaving the Parish 
and the school in good shape.  I have no doubt that you will have 
no difficultly in attracting a successor who will take both the 
church and school, and the relationship between them, into new 
and exciting directions’. 
 
As a school we are very grateful to James for his commitment to 
working together, teaching children to write prayers, leading 
weekly worship in school or in church, serving as a governor, 
along with the support he has provided for members of the 
school community. He will be greatly missed.  
 
We look forward to the opportunity to continue to work with 
him over the coming term.  

As we start the new term, now in 
the season of Epiphany, we have 
been thinking as a school of the 
courage needed by the Magi (or 
kings, or wise men) as they set 
out on their unknown journey, 
with only the star to guide them.  

The theme of courage will 
continue as the focus value over 
the coming weeks, using it to 
help to support children and 
adults to face the challenges of 
the coming half term.  

Attached is a leaflet with ideas 
and activities to support their 
understanding. You are welcome 
to look at it together.  

Important dates and reminders:  

 Friday 12th January: 3.30 year 4 cake sale. 
 Monday 15th January: individual and sibling photographs. We will advise when 

and how you can purchase these. 
 Thursday 8th February: 3.30 close for half term break  
 Friday 9th February: staff training day. 
 Monday 19th February: 8.55 school open for Spring 2 half term. 
 Friday 23rd March: written progress reports for years 1-6. Reception reports will 

be at the end of the summer term when they have completed their first year at 
St Mary’s. 

 March 27th and 28th before and after school, consultations.  
 Thursday 29th March 3.00pm close for Easter holiday.  
 Monday 16th April: staff training day. 
 Tuesday 17th April: Children return for summer term.  
 
Staff are happy to speak with you briefly before or after school on the playground. 
Please remember this should not delay children coming into school at 8.55. They will 
be happy to make an appointment to see you if you need longer.  
 Children need a coat, it is very cold and they need to wrap up warm for play-

times. 
 Bottles of water continue to be important. Children can fill the up during the 

day.  



 

 



 

 


