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Newsletter No. 20 
Friday 28th January 2021 
                        
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you continue to be safe and well. We are writing to you for the second time this week with some 
essential updates. 
 
Many of you will have heard that the prime minister spoke in parliament earlier this week about the 
government’s plans for the ‘full re-opening’ of schools. 
In his statement, he confirmed that it will not be possible to increase the number of pupils attending schools 
immediately after the February half-term.    
Instead, he indicated that the earliest the government believes it will be safe to begin to increase pupil 
numbers will be from Monday 8 March.  
While there remain too many unknowns to be able to say with certainty that schools will begin to bring back 
more groups of pupils on that date, this statement does at least provide a degree of clarity as to the 
government’s position, at least in the short-term. 
 
We have been assured that schools, parents and carers will be given at least two weeks’ notice to prepare for 
a return to face-to-face education.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
We would love to have been welcoming all the children back after half term and are really sorry that this is 
now not possible due to the continued high infection rates. We know how challenging it is for parents 
managing their own work and supporting children’s learning, but you are doing a magnificent job and the 
children are engaging very well. We are delighted with the work that they are doing on a daily basis; and we 
look forward to welcoming them all back just as soon as the government notifies us that it is safe to re-open.  
 
Critical Worker and Vulnerable Children Provision: During Half term week 
The Department for Education have stated that schools will close as usual over February half-term and are not 
expected to remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers during that week.   
 
Critical Worker and Vulnerable Children Provision: After Half term  
School will remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers after February half-term, as 
it is now. All other pupils will continue to receive high quality remote education at home.  
 This is in line with the wider national lockdown measures to help minimise the spread of the virus and 
respond quickly to the new variant. 
 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Staffing Update: 

 Mrs Oliver will be beginning her maternity leave on Monday and we wish her and her husband Andreas                                                                                                                                        
our love and prayers as they prepare for the arrival of their daughter in a few weeks. Mrs Oliver has 
been working hard behind the scenes supporting the online learning for   Year 3 and Year 4, which we 
have covered courtesy of existing staff that know the children well.  

 It’s with great sadness that we will be saying goodbye to our caretaker Mr Waller in a few weeks’ time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Mr Waller joined our St. Mary’s family in 2015 and he has been a hugely valued member of our team. 
His contribution to school life extends far beyond his site management role; he has worked closely 
with the children on various projects including gardening with some of our pupils with special 
educational needs, construction and woodwork lessons in class, and so much more. His kindness, and 
commitment will never be forgotten.  Mr Waller will be relocating to Cornwall shortly and he will go 
with all of our love, prayers and of course with his Bible.  

 
Dates: 
A few dates for your diary: 

 Thursday 11th February:  School closes end of day for Critical Worker provision for half term 

 Friday 12th February: Staff training day. There will be no online learning set or Critical Worker 
provision on this day.  

 Half term week: Monday 15th – Friday 19th February  

 Monday 22nd February: School re-opens for arranged Critical Worker provision and online home 
learning resumes on Google Classroom.  

Thank you once again for the messages of kindness and support; they are greatly appreciated by our staff 
team. This has been a very challenging time for all of us. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch as always if you need to. 

A prayer from our worship this week.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers be with you as 
always. 

Maria Constantinou and Mel Adams 
Headteachers 

Lord Jesus, 
Thank you that you are the light of the world. 
May the light of your love burn brightly today, 

Especially for those who are ill or sad, 
For those who work in the health service, 

For everyone who is missing family and friends during lockdown, 
For the elderly and the vulnerable and those who are lonely, 

For our school and all those we know when we can’t be together. 
Bless each one of us with your presence and peace. 

Amen. 


