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NEWSLETTER 
 

Thursday 18th June 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
It’s been lovely to welcome back some more children into school this week. So far, we have had bubbles of 
Year 6 and Reception pupils in and we are looking forward to having some of Year 1 back from Monday next 
week. Aside from the children of key worker parents, the building has seemed so quiet; so it’s been delightful 
to hear young voices again. Once again, we are very sorry that we cannot invite more children into school at 
this time.  
 
Staffing Update: Hello and Goodbyes 

We will sadly be saying goodbye to two members of staff…  

 Mr. Andrew Reedie will be leaving at the end of this term. Andrew has been a member of the St. 
Mary’s team for two years and we have been proud to have supported his initial teacher training along 
the way. Andrew has secured a job closer to home and we wish him every success in this exciting new 
chapter! 

 Mrs. Linda Fricker will sadly be leaving St. Mary’s at the end of June. She has given over 20 years of 
service to the children and has decided to retire so she can spend more time with her family and Poppy 
the dog. Mrs. Fricker has worked with so many pupils at St. Mary’s as a teaching assistant and has 
dedicated so much time supporting those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities; many 
children will know her from breakfast club too! Linda has been a wonderful colleague and she will be 
sorely missed by so many.  

In addition… 

 Earlier this term, we wrote to you to explain that Mrs. Reynolds became a proud Nana and is looking 
forward to spending more time with her little grandson. She will be further reducing her hours from 3 
days this half term to 2 days from September. Her role will be to teach classes across the school to 
provide cover for teachers for their preparation and planning time. Mrs. Reynolds is an exceptional 
class teacher and we are delighted that she will be continuing to teach in school in addition to carrying 
on with her leadership of PE.  

We will be saying hello and welcoming a new teacher… 

 Miss Raphaella Christou will be joining the teaching team from September 2020. We are very excited 
to welcome Miss Christou into our staff team and school community. 

 
 
 

http://www.stmarysen4.barnet.lgfl.net/


Staffing for Next Academic Year:  

 Given the turbulence and disruption caused by the Coronavirus pandemic this year, where possible, 
the majority of teachers will be taking their existing classes into the new academic year. They are 
delighted to be doing this and it will make for continuity into the challenges of the new academic year.  

 We are still finalising our plans for teaching assistants but we thought you would like to know about 
which teacher will be teaching your child next year: 
 

   We will organise for the children in current Reception 
and Year 5 to meet their new teachers via a Google 
Meet before the end of term. All other classes already 
know their teachers! 

 
 
          
 
Collective Worship: 

We are looking to further develop our collective worship provision and each week we will be posting 
recordings on Google Classroom. The children will have an opportunity to ask a question or to make a 
comment about this using the class stream. We will respond where we can.  

 Our rectors, Rev Alec Corio form St Mary’s church, has provided a video for this week, which has 
already been shared. Look out for a weekly contribution from Alec with the theme ‘Collective Worship 
While We Are Apart’. These will also be uploaded to the St Mary's collective worship YouTube playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1ReN5949S8gdgMBS_el9bkVeh2EEHG8  

 Mrs. Adams will be sharing an act of worship in the week too. Over the next few weeks, we’ll be 
thinking about ‘courage’ and ‘perseverance’.  

 On Fridays, the children usually look forward to coming into the hall 
to hear who has been mentioned for doing something special. 
Children are often mentioned for demonstrating something that links 
to our school vision e.g. this could be showing determination, being 
caring or inspired.  

 As of this Friday, Mrs. Constantinou will be sharing a pre-recorded 
‘Specials Worship’; staff are busy reflecting on the children’s 
achievements, so please encourage your child to tune in to find out 
who has been mentioned. As all of our children are special, the staff 
are looking out for children to mention each week between now and the rest of the term. Teachers will 
be sharing a Special certificate with the children mentioned each week via Google Classroom.  

 
Instrumental music lessons: 

The Chair of the Barnet Education Arts Trust, Sharon Broughall has sent the 
following information for children who have instrumental lessons in school: 

‘All our Instrumental lessons have now moved online, 
https://beatrust.org.uk/enrol/online-lessons/. We are currently still able to offer 
10 sessions for the Summer Term as the lessons can go into August. The 
deadline for enrolling is 22 June.  

Reception: Mrs. Lawrence 

Year One: Miss Christou 

Year Two: Miss Simkin 

Year Three: Mrs. Oliver and Mrs. Prados 

Year Four: Mrs. Harris 

Year Five: Miss Antoniou 

Year Six: Mrs. Kelly  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1ReN5949S8gdgMBS_el9bkVeh2EEHG8
https://beatrust.org.uk/enrol/online-lessons/


Unfortunately, it seems increasingly unlikely that we will be able to resume our normal lessons in September, 
and possibly not until January. As the Schools are gradually planning to return, there are conditions being 
implemented preventing music teachers from visiting schools as they would normally do.  

We thank you as always for your valued support as we endeavour to ensure music education and opportunities 
continue to thrive for our young people in Barnet.’ 

Sharon Broughall  
CEO, Barnet Education Arts Trust 

 
Many children have continued their music lessons through BEAT and with flexibility to continue into August, it 
is well worth considering signing up. Please follow the link to sign up. 
 
Connecting Well and Coping Well - Videos to Support Parents During the Pandemic: 

We are very aware of challenges faced by parents during this time. The following information may be of help 
to you:  

Tavistock and Portman Hospital has created two videos to support parents of young children/people during 
the pandemic. These are short but with good advice and are presented by a child psychotherapist. The 
content was brought together as a result of questions from parents.  We thought it would be helpful to share 
this with you. 
 

 Video1: Connecting well 
Even with the best intentions, parenting can be testing at times. COVID-19 has added an extra layer of 
complexity that hasn’t been easy to navigate. 
Child psychotherapist Laverne Antrobus answers some parents’ question and others:  

 As a parent, how do you get “me” time during lockdown? 
 Has your kids’ sibling rivalry taken on serious tones during lockdown? 
 How do you support your outgoing child during this period of isolation? 

View video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAErylkWAdE 
 

 Video 2: Coping well – The video answers the following COVID lockdown parenting questions: 
 Parents, how are you coping under social isolation measures? If you’re like most, you’re encountering 

new parenting challenges, sometimes on a daily basis. 
 This video offers support for parents through the tricky bits; finding routine, managing screen time and 

getting good rest during lockdown 
 COVID has brought death a closer reality for many of us. As a parent, how do you support your child 

through the grief? 
View video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3noMthXrfM 
 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 2020  
We are delighted that the libraries service is 
launching a summer reading challenge again this 
year. It is digital and free for any who want to join. 
The Reading Agency and Barnet libraries are 
delighted to introduce Silly Squad, Summer 
Reading Challenge 2020; a celebration of funny 
books, happiness and laughter featuring artwork 
from award-winning children's author and illustrator, Laura Ellen Anderson. This summer we are going to get 
silly!  Children are going to meet the Silly Squad; a hilarious bunch of characters who run a fantastically funny 
house. But beware: a mysterious baddy is waiting to spoil the fun! 

https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-yk/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-yu/


 
The all-new digital Summer Reading Challenge with its Silly Squad theme has launched slightly earlier than 
usual, to keep children reading over the summer and support parents and carers with children at home. 
As they read their library books, children taking part online, will find out more about the Silly Squad 
characters; unlocking digital prizes, activities and video content as rewards for their reading. Families are 
encouraged to join in and ‘Get Silly’ with downloadable activities, games, quizzes and more. With new content 
to enjoy each week, the fun will continue throughout the summer to help keep families supported and 
engaged. 
Barnet libraries have an excellent collection of children's eBooks and eAudiobooks available to borrow via our 
free Libby and Borrowbox Apps. Check them out here: 

 https://www.barnet.gov.uk/libraries/online-resources/ebooks-and-eaudiobooks 
In addition, our new 'Select and Collect' service will soon be up and running. Families will be able to choose a 
selection of books to collect from their local library. Full details to follow shortly. 
We are delighted to be working with acclaimed children’s theatre company Fly High Stories who will be 
delivering four very silly online interactive workshops for children.  Details of how to book a place available 
soon.  
It’s Easy to Join the Summer Reading Challenge:                                                        

 Go to: sillysquad.org.uk 
 Click on Join now 
 Create your Summer Reading challenge account 
 Parents/Guardians will receive an email to confirm their child's account and create a Reading Agency 

Passport; 
choose 'London Borough of Barnet' as your library authority and start reading! 
Please check our website for details of this year’s activities and events.  Alternatively, don’t hesitate to email 
slrs@barnet.gov.uk  if you need any support with books and resources for the Challenge. 

 Schools Pack 
 Brilliant Books to Share 

 
A Note for Reflection: 
In this challenging time, when we draw on all our reserves, we pray for perseverance.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
From all of us at St Mary’s primary school, stay safe, stay well and our love and prayers be with you. 

Maria Constantinou and Mel Adams 
Headteachers 

Perseverance is….  
 
Pressing on 
Eager to continue 
Running the race 
Sticking with things 
Encouraging each other to keep going 
Valuing the support of others 
Eyes fixed on the target 
Reaching a goal over time 
Aiming to complete the task 
Not giving up 
Commitment to keep going 
Ending up where you want to be 

On our journey of life: 
May God go ahead to lead the way, 
May God go behind to spur us on, 
May God stay alongside to be our friend 

https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-a/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-f/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-z/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-v/
mailto:slrs@barnet.gov.uk
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-e/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkyiykd-yuhrhljtdr-s/

