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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We hope you have all had a lovely half term break. The children have now settled into Year One and we 
have an exciting and busy half term ahead. Much of the learning over the next half term will centre upon 
our topic ‘Paddington in Autumn’. As part of this topic the children will be reading the book Paddington by 
Michael Bond and will be carrying out activities to help Paddington explore the United Kingdom in Autumn. 
These activities will also develop children’s understanding of the seasons.  Later in the half term we will be 
preparing for Christmas and the children will be learning about the Nativity story and practising for the 
Infant Production. 
The key learning in each subject area is outlined in the table below along with some suggestions of activities 
that you could carry out at home to support your child. 
 

English Following instructions for making sandwiches for Paddington 
Writing their own instructions to help Paddington with everyday tasks such as 
making a snack 
Writing recounts about Paddington’s adventures. 
Learning to identify and write capital letters. 
Using capital letters at the start of sentences. 
Using question marks. 
Looking at non-fiction writing such as newspapers. 

Possible Activities to 
Carry Out at home 

Draw your child’s attention to capital letters in texts. 
Encourage your child to practise forming letters using the letter formation pack sent 
home last term. 
Involve your child in making snacks and encourage them to talk through each step. 
Involve your child in writing Christmas cards and letters to Father Christmas. 

Maths Comparing and ordering numbers to 30 and beyond. 
Giving simple directions using the appropriate vocabulary. 
Revising number bonds to 3, 5, 6 and 10. 
Learning to subtract by counting backwards. 
Identifying different coins. 
Making teen numbers using 10s and 1s. 

Possible Activities to 
Carry Out at home 

Asking your child to solve simple problems that involve adding and subtracting,  
e.g. ‘If I have 10 mince pies and eat 2, how many will be left?’ 
Supporting your child in identifying right and left. 
Encouraging your child to practise number formation. 
Providing opportunities for children to look at different coins – possibly on  
a shopping trip. 
Draw your child’s attention to differences in height, length, width, etc. 

Science Understanding that there are four seasons and naming each one. 
Identifying signs of Autumn outside. 
Helping Paddington understand what the weather is like in Autumn. 
Discussing how we will know that we are moving into winter. 

Possible Activities to 
Carry Out at home 

Take your child on a walk around a park and discuss the signs they can see  
of Autumn. 
As the term goes on, encourage your child to take note of the changes they see. 

ICT  Giving simple directions to a partner. 
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Inputting instructions into a simple programmable toy (our class bee bots). 
Following simple steps for directing and on screen character. 

Possible Activities to 
Carry Out at home 

Practise using directional language such as forwards, backwards, right and left.   
Hide an object and then give your child directions to find it. 

History Learning about inspirational people who have changed the world. 
 

Possible Activities to 
Carry out at home 

Encourage your child to talk about people who inspire them.  Discuss real people 
who have made a difference. 
 

PSHCE Celebrating difference - understanding that everyone is different and learning to 
include others. 

RE Retelling the Nativity story. 
Learning about why Jesus’ birth is so important to Christians. 
Identifying the gifts that Jesus was given and discussing why they were so special. 
Discussing what they would like to give Jesus. 

 Art  Exploring how they can use different materials to make marks. 
Exploring the effect of drawing on different surfaces. 
Carrying out and observational drawing of Paddington Bear. 

 
 
 
 

Home Learning 
 
We have been very impressed with the children’s home learning over the course of the first half term. 
We will continue to give children a set of spellings to learn each week alongside a Maths or Literacy/ 
topic homework task which needs to be completed with support from an adult.  As in the first half of the 
Autumn Term these homework tasks will be given out on Friday and need to be returned by the 
following Tuesday.  
  
Reading 
As mentioned in the curriculum letter at the start of the year we recommend that children spend at least 
ten minutes a day engaging in a reading activity. This activity can consist of reading a book together or 
of your child reading a book to you.  This daily activity does not always have to involve looking at your 
child’s reading scheme book and we would actively encourage you to use a range of different materials 
including picture books and poems. 
Your child’s books will be changed each week and they are usually changed on the same day each 
week. However we do ask that they are brought into school every day as we often have adults read 
with the children.  We hear all the children read every Friday. 
 
PE 
 
PE lessons will usually take place on Monday and Wednesday mornings.  It is important that your child’s 
PE kit is in school every day and that each item is labelled clearly with your child’s name. 

 
Once again thank you for all of your support over the last half term and if you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to speak to a member of the Year One team. 
 

Miss Simkin 


