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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Happy New Year! I hope that you have had a relaxing Christmas and that your children are excited for the new term in Year 4.  
 
We will start the new term with our Geography topic, ‘Rivers’. we will be exploring the water cycle, how people use rivers, what 
journeys rivers make and how flooding affects people.  
 
Science learning will be on the topic ‘In a State’. Children will learn about the characteristic properties of solids, liquids and 
gases. They will learn about changes of state and observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled.  
 
In English we will be exploring the visual text, ‘The Lighthouse’ and the novel, ‘The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane’. The 
children will be continuing to develop their reading and inference skills. Children will be writing a descriptive opening, exploring 
complex vocabulary, internal monologues and writing an alternative ending. There will continue to be a focus on grammar and 
punctuation skills which include the revision of word classes, looking at possessive apostrophes, conjunctions and pronouns. This 
term, spellings will include word endings, homophones and common errors from the children’s spelling log. In addition to this, we 
will continue daily reading, comprehension activities and handwriting practice.  
 
During Maths sessions, we will be learning about mental and written methods of addition and subtraction, the properties of 
shapes, and angles, as well as carrying on with fractions and multiplication and division problems. Times tables will continue to 
be a very important part of your child’s learning and will feature as part of their daily maths lessons alongside a weekly 
arithmetic test.  
 
Our focus in RE will be learning about Sikhism and exploring the question, ‘Does joining the Khalsa make a Sikh a better person? 
We will be exploring the promises made to God during a Khalsa ceremony and learning how the 5K’s show a Sikhs commitment 
to God.  
 
Our continued focus in PSHE will be to learn about rights, responsibilities and democracy. We will explore how groups come 
together to make decisions and why having a voice benefits the school community. We will also start our ‘Jigsaw Piece on 
celebrating difference.    
 
In Art, there will be a focus on drawing and the children will learn the shading techniques of hatching, crosshatching, blending 
and stippling.  Images from Year 4’s wonderful class text, ‘The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane’, will be explored and 
shading techniques will be linked to these.  We will also eplore John Constable’s painting, ‘The Hay Wain’, with a particular focus 
on how he drew and painted clouds and water. 
 
Our PE sessions will take place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. These will continue to be led by our professional sports coach. 
Please ensure that children have their full PE kits (all named please) in school every day. 
 
On a practical note, it would be extremely helpful if the children have in school the things that they need to participate fully in 
every lesson. This means having a handwriting pen (not ball point/biro) and essential stationery (pencils, coloured pencils, felt 
pens etc.) for class work.  Please ensure that children’s pencil cases are the correct size to be able to fit into a drawer. 
 
We will continue our weekly visit to St Mary’s Church every Thursday morning. Parents are welcome to attend and any help with 
the walk up to church will be greatly appreciated.  
 
Exciting News!  
- We are celebrating reading! Please ensure your children have a reading book with them on a daily basis. 
Home learning for this term is as follows: 
 Home Learning folders will continue be sent home on a Friday to be handed in on the following Tuesday. Please ensure that 

children complete all home learning.  
 A spelling folder will continue be sent home on a Tuesday. The weekly spelling test will take place the following Tuesday.  
 Home learning will include a maths activity and an English/topic activity.  
 Encouraging your children to practise their times tables on a regular basis will help many areas of their mathematical 

learning as well as their fluency and confidence in this area. Children should continue this learning at home and utilise Times 
Tables Rockstars and Top Marks games as often as possible.  

 At home, children should continue to read on a daily basis. It is extremely valuable for children to share and discuss with 
parents/carers thoughts and ideas. It is also extremely valuable for children to be exposed to a range of texts. Please 
continue to complete the reading log (once a week) which can be found at the front of your child’s home learning folder.  

 
If you have any questions, concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact any of the Year 4 team.   

Many thanks for your support.  


