
 
 

 
 
 

FRIENDS REPORT 2018-19 
 
INTRODUCTION  
The aim of this report is to outline the activities organised by the Friends over the 2008/19 
school year.  We have enjoyed another fantastic fundraising year, raising over £11,700 for 
the children of our school. Cake sales alone raised £1,500. Well done to the current Y3 for 
raising the most money – almost £375.  
 
AUTUMN TERM 2018  
The children designed their own Christmas cards which sold well to family and friends.  We 
also produced a family calendar featuring self-portraits of the children together with 
portraits of members of staff drawn by the Year 6 children.  
 
The Christmas Fayre took place on the 1 December and was well attended with a great 
atmosphere. There was the usual variety of stalls and Father Christmas was as busy as ever 
in his grotto. The Friends also had a stall at the East Barnet Village Christmas Market on 8 
December where we sold left-over stock from the fayre.   
 
In February, David Howard - a great friend of St Mary’s School - sadly passed away.  The 
Friends made a donation to his family’s charity of choice.  
 
SPRING TERM 2019  
Back by popular demand, we held a wonderful School Disco in March.  The children had a 
great time and enjoyed the dancing, glow-sticks, glitter tattoos, tuck shop and hot food. 
Once again, it was an extremely popular event and we would like to thank all those 
committee members and parents who worked so hard to make this happen, especially Eleni 
Robinson.  
 
There were some issues with the sign-up process for volunteering and issuing of tickets 
which prompted the Committee to set up PTA Events - an online system.  
 
SUMMER TERM 2019  
On 17 May, we held a Quiz Night for the first time in a number of years. It was a fun evening 
with a bar and tuck shop, and we played ‘stand-up bingo’ in the intervals. The tickets for the 
event were sold via PTA Events system for the first time with no issues.  
 
At the school’s May Day celebrations, we sold cold water and soft drinks to thirsty parents 
who’d come to watch their children take part in the traditional may pole dance. 
 
The Summer Fayre on 29 June had a tropical theme and the weather certainly lived up to 
that. Once again we enjoyed a glorious, sunny day – although possibly a bit too hot! The 
event was well attended and, for the first time, we had a live band which was well received. 
Committee members worked incredibly hard to organise, prepare and run the stalls on the 



day along with a lots of support from parents. It should not be underestimated what a 
mammoth task it is to organise this hugely popular event.  
 
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCHOOL  
See Treasurer’s report.  
 
SUMMARY  
A huge thank you to all the parents, carers, family, staff, friends, neighbours and local 
businesses who have helped us to raise extra funds for the children by supporting events, 
giving donations, buying raffle tickets, making cakes and much more. An extra special thank 
you needs to go to all of the committee members who generously gave their time and 
resources to plan, prepare and coordinate all the events that have taken place.  We are lucky 
to have such a great team to work with. 
 
It was fantastic to welcome a number of new people to the committee this year, but we also 
had to say goodbye to some long-serving members. We would like to thank the following 
parents for all their help: Gemma Glynn; Gemma Barnard; and Erika & Chris Fitzgerald. Once 
again, special thanks must go to Vicky Small who, over the past 14 years, has been a key 
member of the Committee and has generously given her time and energy to raise thousands 
for our school.  
 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to our caretaker Pete Waller who supports us at 
all our events, often going above and beyond. Our events would not be possible without his 
help – thank you Pete!  
 
We would also like to say thank you to Mel Adams and Maria Constantiou for supporting the 
committee, helping us to make decision about events and allowing those events to take 
place on school premises. Special mention too for Debby Stevenson in the school office for 
all her support over the past year. 
 
We look forward to another successful year of fundraising and hope that you will continue to 
support and enjoy our events in 2019/20.  
 
Sian Penhallow & Tracey Cobbett  
Co-Chairs  


